
YOUTH MINISTRY V IDEO CONFERENCING 

# M I S S I O N F O R W A R D D I O B R

GUIDELINES &
RECOMMENDATIONS

Read  t he  USCCB ’ s  Gu ide l i n e s  on  So c i a l  Med i a
Read  t he  FTC ’ s  Ch i l d r en ’ s  On l i n e  P r i va cy  P r o t e c t i o n  Ac t .
The  pa s t o r  i s  t h e  head  o f  you r  pa r i s h  and  supe r s ede s  any  r e commended  gu i de l i n e
f r om the  D i o c e s e  c on ce rn i ng  c ommun i ca t i on  w i t h  t e en s .  Be  su r e  he  app rove s  o f  a l l
v i d eo  c ommun i ca t i on  med i a  p r i o r  t o  e s t ab l i s h i ng  c ommun i ca t i on  w i t h  t e en s .
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SPECIF IC  GUIDEL INES ON VIDEO CALLS
Pe r  Ch i l d  P r o t e c t i o n  Po l i c y ,  you  MUST  have  a t  l e a s t  2  Ch i l d  P r o t e c t i o n  Ce r t i f i ed  adu l t s
t o  chape rone  a  g r oup  o f  t e en s .  V ideo  c ommun i ca t i on  s hou l d  be  t r ea t ed  t he  s ame  way
we  t r ea t  i n - pe r s on  c ommun i ca t i on  w i t h  m ino r s .
I t  i s  r e c ommended  a l l  c e r t i f i ed  adu l t s  j o i n i ng  t he  cha t  en t e r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  v i deo  ca l l ,
b e f o r e  any  t e en s  a r e  p r e s en t ,  and  wa i t  un t i l  a l l  t e en s  have  l e f t  t h e  v i deo  ca l l  t o  l e ave .
I t  i s  r e c ommended  t ha t  ea ch  pa r t i c i pan t  i n  t h e  v i deo  ca l l  pa r t i c i pa t e s  i n  a  pub l i c  a r ea
o f  t h e i r  hou se  ( i . e .  t h e  k i t c hen ,  l i v i ng  r oom ,  den ,  e t c . ) .
P a r en t s  s hou l d  be  t he  f i r s t  po i n t  o f  c on ta c t  and  made  aware  o f  a l l  v i d eo  ca l l s .
I f  y ou  a r e  u s i ng  an  on l i n e  v i deo  c ommun i ca t i on  p r ov i de r  (Zoom ,  Skype ,  Goog l e
Hangou t ,  e t c . )  t o  make  you r  v i deo  ca l l ,  we  r e commend  d i s ab l i ng  p r i va t e
cha t /mes sag i ng  capab i l i t i e s .  Ea ch  p l a t f o rm shou l d  e xp l a i n  how t o  d i s ab l e  t h i s  f ea tu r e .
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OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
Crea t e  a  c ommun i ca t i on  p l an  t o  g i v e  t o  you r  pa s t o r  t ha t  de ta i l s  wh i ch  med i a  you
p l an  t o  u s e  and  spe c i f i c  da t e s  and  t ime s  i f  po s s i b l e .  I t  h e l p s  t o  ge t  app rova l  f o r
eve ry t h i ng  r a t he r  t han  on  an  “ a s  needed ”ba s i s .  
R e co rd  v i deo  ca l l s  t o  en su r e  t ha t  a l l  c onve r sa t i on s  and  i n t e ra c t i on s  a r e  do cumen t ed .
Be  su r e  t o  i n f o rm t e en s  t ha t  t h e  c onve r sa t i on  i s  r e c o rded  and  why  i t  i s  be i ng
r e co rded .  
C r ea t e  a  Goog l e  Fo rm –  c ommun i ca t i on  wa i ve r  –  whe r e  pa r en t s  c an  ag r ee / op t  i n  t o
l e t t i ng  t he i r  t e en  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  v i deo  ca l l s .  We sugge s t  a s k i ng  f o r  t h e  pa r en t ' s  ema i l
t o  c on f i rm  t he i r  s ubm i s s i on  and  t o  ema i l  t h em abou t  f u tu r e  oppo r tun i t i e s .  I n  add i t i o n ,
l e t  pa r en t s  know they  a r e  i nv i t ed  t o  l i s t en ,  wa t ch  and  l ea rn  w i t h  t h e i r  t e en ( s ) .
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ESSENTIAL STEPS  TO HELP  WITH VIRTUAL TRANSIT IONS :

PLEASE NOTE :
Because  t he r e  i s  no  f o rma l  po l i c y  r ega rd i ng  v i deo  c ommun i ca t i on  and  you th  m in i s t r y ,  t h e

Of f i c e  o f  You th  and  Young  Adu l t  M in i s t r y  has  c omp i l ed  gu i de l i n e s  and  sugges t i on s  t o
a s s i s t  i n  ad ju s t i ng  t o  t h e  new l ands cape  o f  v i r t ua l  you th  m in i s t r y .  

These  gu ide l i n e s  on l y  app l y  t o  you th  1 3+ .  
A l l  v i d eo  c ommun i ca t i on  w i th  ch i l d r en  unde r  t he  age  o f  1 3  shou ld  on l y  be  w i th  pa r en t s .

DO YOU HAVE MORE QUEST IONS ABOUT VIDEO/ONLINE COMMUNICATION?
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT TO WEST G IFF IN AT WGIFF IN@DIOBR .ORG

OR NICOLE JONES AT NJONES@DIOBR .ORG .


