
Highlighted Ministry 
Catholic Life Television 

I couldn’t go to mass because of  my 
limited mobility, so I am very grateful for 
Bishop Duca’s daily TV mass. During the 
pandemic, many of  the lay men and women 
of  our diocese who could not attend mass 
because of  their health or other personal 
reasons were able to practice their faith and 
fi nd blessings through the mass. I also watch 
The River Road Rosary, A Closer Walk with Thee, 
The Joy of  Music, Catholics Come Home, and 
Roots of  Faith. I encourage all parishioners 
to take Bishsop Duca’s words to heart: 
“Remember someone less fortunate today. 
Call a friend who may be a shut-in. Do a 
kind, unexpected favor for somebody.” I 
am blessed with the presence of  daily mass 
because of  the Bishop’s Pence Ministry of  
the BAA.

“I have been widowed for fi ve 
years, yet I continue to be very 
happy, grateful and fortifi ed in 
faith through the Bishop’s daily 
mass on Catholic Life TV. The 
televised sacrament of  the mass
is my solace.”

Lillie Petit Gallagher

Dear Stewards of  God’s Graces,

As I refl ect upon the many challenges our 
world has faced in the span of  two and a half  
years, I cannot help but be reminded of  and 
encouraged by the profession of  St. Paul, who 
proclaimed that, “Hope does not disappoint” 
(Romans 5:4). Although he was addressing the 
people of  ancient Rome, his words resonate 
with our world today. We are reminded that, 
when handled with grace, the result of  our 
tribulations is fortifi ed faith and resilient hope. 

Grace is defi ned as, “the freely given, 
unmerited favor and love of  God,” and as 
followers of  Christ, we are encouraged to be 
stewards of  God’s graces. St. Peter affi  rms that, 
“as each one has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another as good stewards of  God’s varied 
grace” (1 Peter 4:10). Each year, through the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal, we seek to do just 
that. Whether we are giving to our seminarians 
to form new shepherds, providing counsel to 
mothers of  unplanned pregnancies, or funding 
tuition for underserved youth—we are fulfi lling 
God’s call to steward His graces.

I pray God’s blessings over each of  you as we 
navigate through these challenging times. I 
also hope that you will open your hearts to 
hear God’s call of  how you may minister His 
love to those in our community. Stewardship 
is a collective eff ort, and we cannot thank you 
enough for the outpouring of  your generosity, 
which has positively impacted so many of  
God’s children in need. 

Sincerely in Christ our Hope,

+Michael G. Duca, Bishop of  Baton Rouge

+Michael G. Duca, 
Bishop of Baton Rouge

For this year’s Bishop’s Annual Appeal, Bishop Duca has chosen for the 
imagery to focus on the Eucharist. This decision was made to coincide with the 
Eucharistic Revival, a three-year initiative to renew devotion to the true Presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist throughout our local and national Church.

Please prayerfully consider being a 
steward of God’s graces by supporting 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal this year.

Stewards of
God’s Graces
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T H E  B I S H O P ’ S  P E N C E

+Michael G. Duca, Bishop of  Baton Rouge
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In March of  2022, Bishop Duca 
announced the appointment of  Dr. 
Mary Patricia “Pattie” Davis as the new 
Superintendent of  Catholic Schools for 
the Diocese of  Baton Rouge.

“I am so very excited to 
assist and help create a new 
era of  Catholic education in 
southeastern Louisiana. I have 
a passion for Catholic education, 
especially for students with 
disabilities, and a strong 
commitment to core 
Catholic values.”

Dr. Davis was chosen by a nine-member 
search committee, which included the 
vicar general and leaders from the 
Catholic Life Center, pastors, principals, 
and diocesan school board representatives, 
and brings with her a solid background 
in Catholic Education leadership. Among 
other positions, Dr. Davis served as 
superintendent of  schools for 
the Archdiocese of  San Antonio in Texas 
and also the Diocese of  Las Cruces in 
New Mexico.

Dr. Mary Patricia “Pattie” Davis 

Catholic Education Seminarian Formation 
and Campus Ministry

I was born in Vietnam and moved to 
Metairie, Louisiana, when I was fi ve years 
old. My home parish in Baton Rouge is 
Christ the King at LSU. It is where I fi rst 
encountered the person of  Jesus Christ, 
where I was formed in the faith, served in 
liturgies, and found many lifelong friendships 
rooted in the Lord. I have vivid memories 
of  walking around the LSU campus and 
daydreaming about celebrating mass as a 
priest at Christ the King Church at LSU. 
I am currently studying at Notre Dame 
Seminary in New Orleans and will be 
ordained in 2025.

Thank you to all those who fi nancially 
support our vocations offi  ce and priestly 
formation programs. Without your support, 
I would not be able to aff ord going to the 
seminary.

“It was in the Baton Rouge Diocese 
that I  received true life in the 
Lord. It is now my desire to give 
that life back to Baton Rouge.”

Huy Tran (left)

With your generous donation to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, Catholic 
Charities can help women who choose life for their babies become the best 
mothers they can be.

Your generous stewardship ensures the continued formation of young men 
who will become our next generation of priests—sowing into their human, 
spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral formation—enabling them to offset costs of 
tuition, housing, medical care, food, and other daily and unexpected expenses.

W H E N  Y O U  G I V E  T O  T H E  B I S H O P ’ S  A N N U A L  A P P E A L  Y O U  S U P P O R T …

Your faithful giving, through the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, provides underserved 
children with a quality Catholic education, thereby building a strong foundation 
in their lives that positions them to prosper spiritually and academically.

Catholic Charities

Pregnant women and families with children 
need help now more than ever. Catholic 
Charities provides housing for homeless 
pregnant women in our Sanctuary for Life 
and innovative peer-to-peer support services 
for parents with young children through our 
nationally recognized program, Parents and 
Children Together (PACT). 

As a young mother, Vickki Maloid was a stay-
at-home mom and wanted to ready her child 
for school. “PACT encouraged me to become 
better because you want to be a role model 
for your child,” Vickki said.

Fast forward 20 years. Vickki is now the early 
childhood programs manager for Catholic 
Charities Diocese of  Baton Rouge and on her 
way to receiving a graduate degree in social 
work. Her daughter is a teacher in Pointe 
Coupee Parish! 

“The program builds resilience in 
both parents and their children,” 
said Vickki. “It’s not just getting 
through 12 grades but going to 
college and getting a career.”

Vickki Maloid


